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Waupaca County 
Legislative, Judicial, Ethics, Safety & Security Committee  

August 12, 2019 – Minutes 
 

Chair Kussmann called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. and gave the open meeting statement. 
 
Roll call:  Chair Kussmann, Supr. Terry Murphy, Mary Kay Poehlman, Kevin Will, and Fred Zaug.  A 
quorum was established.  Others present:  Terrie Tews, Diane Meulemans, Judge Nielsen and Jill 
Lodewegen. 
 
Agenda:  Motion: Supr. Zaug moved and Supr. Will seconded the motion to approve the agenda.  The 
motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Approve minutes:  Motion:  Supr. Poehlman moved and Supr. Will seconded to approve the minutes of 
the July 8, 2019 meeting.  Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Public Comment – No comments. 
 
Clerk Lodewegen indicated that in addition to budget implications from Chapter 2 which include per diem 
and other board payments, prior to papers being taken out for County Board Supervisor for the April 
election, those figures need to be set. She provided a spreadsheet of rates from other counties for review. 
Supr. Poehlman indicated that it had been 8 years since a per diem increase. The committee asked that 
they be able to address this at the September meeting so they would have time to review the 
spreadsheet.  
 
Reports of LJES&S Depts. 
 
Judicial – Judge Nielsen reviewed the 2020 proposed Court budget with the committee. Due to an 
increase in court appointed counsel going from $70 to $100 by Wisconsin Supreme Court rule, and 
increase in half position in the DA office, which will increase cases going thru courts, they are estimating 
about a $40,000 increase to the budget. Motion: Supr. Will moved and Supr. Poehlman seconded to 
approve the proposed 2020 Court budget and forward it to Finance Committee. Motion carried without a 
negative vote. 
 
He then provided for Judge Clussman the proposed 2020 Drug Court budget noting that after having a full 
year to consider trends, they are reducing the budget by about $14,000. Motion: Supr. Zaug moved and 
Supr. Poehlman seconded to approve the proposed 2020 Drug Court budget and forward it to the 
Finance Committee. Motion carried without a negative vote.  
 
District Attorney – No report 
 
Clerk of Courts:  Terrie Tews reviewed her 2019 YTD noting that revenues were trending ahead and 
expenses under for the year. She then reviewed her 2020 proposed budget noting that although she is 
budgeting a decrease in personnel services and other expenses, the Circuit Court Grant revenue of 
$43,000 will move from her budget to the Judicial Circuit Court budget. Overall, her budget will have an 
increase of almost $21,000. Motion: Supr. Poehlman moved and Supr. Zaug seconded to approve the 
Clerk of Courts proposed 2020 budget and forward it to Finance Committee. Motion carried without a 
negative vote. 
 
She concluded with the previously requested information regarding court trial numbers VS jury trial 
numbers. In 2018, there were 135 court trials and 7 jury trails that lasted a total of 11 days. As of 2019, 
the numbers are 69 court vs 2 jury.  
 
Corporation Counsel Diane Meulemans:  Ms. Meulemans reviewed civil action cases and updated the 
committee on CHIPS and TPRs, Chapter 51 Commitments and Chapter 54/55 Guardianship and 
Protective placements. Regarding In Rem Foreclosure action, she updated the committee on the July 15 
hearing and status of current In Rem Foreclosures. 
 



 

She provided the committee with the July performance report for child support, noting that September 30 
is the year-end for goals and reviewed case and collections numbers with them. September 30 is also the 
deadline for required background checks for staff. She informed the committee that there have been 
some concerns with the policy and she is working them through with HR Director Welch and the Human 
Resource Committee in order to complete it on time.  
 
August is Child Support Month and she informed the committee that she would be doing a presentation at 
the August County Board. She also noted that all of her staff would be attending training over this month 
and one member in September. 
 
Diane presented her proposed 2020 Corporation Counsel/Child Support Agency budget, with an overall 
increase of $586 between both programs. She noted she has decreased revenue for Child Support but 
also decreased personnel services. Motion: Supr. Will moved and Supr. Poehlman seconded to approve 
the 2020 Proposed Corporation Counsel and child Support Agency budget and forward to the Finance 
Committee. Motion carried without a negative vote. 
 
Judge Nielsen gave an overview of Res. No. 12 (2019-2020) Court Fee and Costs in Probate and 
Juvenile. Motion Supr. Zaug moved and Supr. T. Murphy seconded to approve Res. No. 12 (2019-2020) 
and move on to the full County Board. Motion carried without a negative vote.  
 
Judge Nielsen then reviewed Res. No. 13 (2019-2020) Cost for Appointed Counsel with the committee 
noting that the change is per a Wisconsin Supreme Court rule amending the rate.  Motion Supr. Zaug 
moved and Supr. Poehlman seconded to approve Res. No. 13 (2019-2020) and move on to the full 
County Board. Motion carried without a negative vote.  
 
Next Meeting Date:  September 9, 2019 at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Adjourn:  Motion:  Supr. Zaug moved and Supr. Will seconded the motion to adjourn at 11:25 a.m.  The 
motion carried without a negative vote.  The meeting adjourned. 
 
Jill Lodewegen 
County Clerk  
 
These minutes will be posted to the website prior to approval from the committee and are considered to be in draft 
form until approved at the next scheduled meeting. 









RESOLUTION NO. 16 (2019-2020) 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CREATION OF A GREENWAYS COMMISSION 
 
 WHEREAS, The use and expansion of our existing trail system plays a vital role in economic 
development as well as tourism; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Waupaca County Board of Supervisors has adopted the Bike\Ped Plan on 
August 21, 2018; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The importance of having outdoor recreation amenities to address Waupaca 
County’s growing demographic shift away from younger age groups is well documented within the 
plan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, this Bike\Ped Plan was developed with the intention of being the guiding 
document to address future trail development. 
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the undersigned members of the Planning and 
Zoning and Legislative and Judicial Committees recommend adoption of the following resolution.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said plan shall be implemented through the creation of the 
Greenways Commission consisting of 11 members with the composition as follows:  3 county board 
supervisors representing the Parks and Recreation, Highway and Planning and Zoning Committees, 
3 technical staff members representing the same respective departments listed above and 5 citizen 
members acting as stakeholders. 
 
Passed this ___ day of __________, 2019. 
 
_____ Ayes     _____ Nays 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Jill Lodewegen 
Waupaca County Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
________________________________ 
Diane L. Meulemans 
Corporation Counsel

RECOMMENDED FOR INTRODUCTION BY 
THE WAUPACA COUNTY PLANNING & 
ZONING & LEGISLATIVE, JUDICIAL, 
ETHICS, SAFETY & SECURITY COMMITTEE 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


